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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Preliminary to examination on the merits, please amend the above-captioned U.S. 
National Phase Application as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Prior to the first line of the specification on page 1, please insert the following paragraph: 

-This application is the U.S. National Phase under 35 U.S.C. §371 of International 
Application PCT/JP00/05751, filed August 25, 2000, which claims priority to Japanese Patent 
Application No. 1 1/239502, filed August 26, 1999. The International Application was published 
under PCT Article 21(2) in a language other than English.- 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1 and 3-8 as follows: 

1. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information, comprising: 
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Fundamental information presenting mechanism for presenting fundamental 
information concerning a commodity under development; and 

Answer recording mechanism for receiving and recording an answer after said 
fundamental information is received. 

3. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information according to claim 1, further comprising a commodity specification presenting 
mechanism for presenting, to an answerer, one of commodity specifications corresponding to the 
answer from the recipient of the fundamental information and commodity specification 
information related to a price. 

4. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information according to claim 1, wherein the fundamental information concerning the 
commodity under development contains a menu prepared for each element of specifications of 
the commodity under development, which allows an answerer to return an answer indicating the 
desired commodity specifications through a selection from said menu. 

5. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information according to claim 1, wherein the commodity specification information presented to 
the answerer contains a plurality of expected selling prices. 

6. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information according to claim 1, wherein presentation of the information and reception of the 
answer are performed by utilizing a bidirectional communication system that uses a computer. 

7. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information according to claim 6, wherein the computer is provided with a commodity price 
calculating mechanism, which makes it possible to provide the answerer with a commodity price 
calculated on the basis of estimate information and a cumulative number of purchase candidates. 

8. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information according to claim 7, 

wherein the commodity price calculating mechanism includes: 

a function of performing a comparison operation by comparing the estimate 

information with an expected amount of sales obtained by multiplying the cumulative number of 

purchase candidates by their desired purchasing prices; 
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a function of, if it is not expected as a result of the comparison operation that an 
appropriate amount of profit will be generated, transmitting, to each purchase wishing person, a 
message showing that an expected amount of sales falls below a required amount and a message 
requesting the user to increase the desired purchasing prices; and 

a function of performing a comparison operation by comparing an expected amount 
of sales calculated through the multiplication on the basis of the increased desired purchasing 
prices with an estimated price. 

REMARKS 

The claims have been amended to conform to U.S. practice by changing the multiple- 
dependent claims to single-dependent claims and changing the word "means" to "mechanism". 
As such, no new matter has been added. Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes 
made to the claims by the current amendment. The attached page is captioned "VERSION WITH 
MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE." Additionally, the cross-reference information has 
been included in the specification. Entry of the amendments is respectfully requested. 

Should there be any questions concerning this application, the Examiner is respectfully 
invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number appearing below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



Dated: February 25, 2002 




Daniel E. Altman 

Registration No. 34,1 15 

Attorney of Record 

620 Newport Center Drive 

Sixteenth Floor 

Newport Beach, CA 92660 

(949) 760-0404 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Claims 1 and 3-8 have been amended as follows: 

1. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information, comprising: 

Fundamental information presenting me&nsmechanism for presenting fundamental 
information concerning a commodity under development; and 

Answer recording meaasmechanism for receiving and recording an answer after said 
fundamental information is received. 

3. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information according to claim further comprising a commodity specification presenting 
means mechanism for presenting, to an answerer, one of commodity specifications corresponding 
to the answer from the recipient of the fundamental information and commodity specification 
information related to a price. 

4. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 

information according to any one ef claims 1 t o 3, wherein the fundamental information 

concerning the commodity under development contains a menu prepared for each element of 
specifications of the commodity under development, which allows an answerer to return an 
answer indicating the desired commodity specifications through a selection from said menu. 

5. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information according to an y on e of claims 1 4o-4, wherein the commodity specification 
information presented to the answerer contains a plurality of expected selling prices. 

6. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information according to any one of claims wherein presentation of the information and 
reception of the answer are performed by utilizing a bidirectional communication system that 
uses a computer. 
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7, (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information according to claim 6, wherein the computer is provided with a commodity price 
calculating meas &mechanism , which makes it possible to provide the answerer with a commodity 
price calculated on the basis of estimate information and a cumulative number of purchase 
candidates. 

8. (Amended) A system for collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information according to claim 7, 

wherein the commodity price calculating meansmechamsm includes: 

a function of performing a comparison operation by comparing the estimate 
information with an expected amount of sales obtained by multiplying the cumulative number of 
purchase candidates by their desired purchasing prices; 

a function of, if it is not expected as a result of the comparison operation that an 
appropriate amount of profit will be generated, transmitting, to each purchase wishing person, a 
message showing that an expected amount of sales falls below a required amount and a message 
requesting the user to increase the desired purchasing prices; and 

a function of performing a comparison operation by comparing an expected amount 
of sales calculated through the multiplication on the basis of the increased desired purchasing 
prices with an estimated price. 
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PATENT 

DESCRIPTION 

SYSTEM FOR COLLECTING COMMODITY SPECIFICATIONS AND RELATED 
CUSTOMER INFORMATION 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to a system for 
collecting commodity specifications and related customer 
information that are used to determine specifications and to 
grasp demand during development of a new commodity. 

BACKGROUND ART 

Conventionally, during development of a new commodity, 
a user layer, commodity specifications including a design, an 
appropriate price, and the like have been determined on the 
basis of data obtained by market research and the like 
conducted in advance. 

This means that it is impossible to determine whether a 
development result (new commodity) will be accepted by the 
market before the commodity is actually put on sale. Therefore, 
there exists a high risk that it becomes impossible to recoup 
money invested in development and production if demand is 
erroneously forecasted. 

Consequently, money invested in development of 
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commodities whose development ended in failure needs to be 
recovered by some hit commodities, so that commodities are 
priced higher than their values. 

Also, with the conventional technique, commodities are 
sold after production on the basis of estimation, so that an 
advertisement cost, a sales cost, and a marketing cost run up 
and these costs are added to their prices. This results in a 
situation where commodities are further high priced. 

Meanwhile, also on the user side, made-to-order 
commodities are expensive and it is unrealistic to purchase 
such commodities. Therefore, under present circumstances, 
users have no other choice but to purchase commodities 
developed by manufacturers on the basis of forecasts and they 
purchase and use, with tolerance, commodities whose 
specifications differ from those that they really want. 

In order solve the technical problem, the present 
invention provides a technique with which specifications of a 
commodity and, in particular, design information of the 
commodity are presented to users through a network, and wishes 
of the users concerning the presented specifications are 
collected as information. Then, the final specifications of 
the commodity are determined and demand for the commodity is 
also grasped. This makes it possible to develop a commodity 
with as little risk as possible and to allow the user to 



obtain a commodity having specifications that satisfy 
user's wishes at a relatively low price. 



DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

With the technique of the present invention, a system 
for developing commodity specifications and for collecting 
related customer information comprises: an information 
presenting means for presenting fundamental information 
concerning the design and the like of a commodity under 
development; and an answer recording means for receiving and 
recording an answer from a user to whom the fundamental 
information is presented. 

Also, the answer as to the presented fundamental 
information from the user is at least one of an answer 
concerning commodity specifications desired by the user and an 
answer concerning a wish to purchase a commodity having the 
presented specifications. 

Also, the system is added with a commodity 
specification presenting means for presenting, to an answerer 
(user) , commodity specifications corresponding to the answer 
or commodity specification information related to a price. 

Further, the fundamental information concerning the 
commodity under development contains a menu prepared for each 
element of the specifications. of the commodity under 



3 



development, thereby allowing the answerer to return an answer 
indicating' the desired commodity specifications through a 
selection from the menu. Also, the fundamental information or 
the commodity specification information presented to the 
answerer contains a plurality of expected selling prices. 

The presentation of the information, the reception of 
the answer, and a recording means of the present invention are 
realized by a bidirectional communication system that uses a 

5 personal computer connected to a public communication network, 

O 

^ such as the Internet. 

[U In this case, a host computer functioning as a server 

m 

is provided with a commodity price calculating means, thereby 

m making it possible to provide the answerer (user terminal) 

iff f 

jfl. with a commodity price calculated on the basis of estimate 

fU information and the cumulative number of purchase candidates. 

It should be noted here that there may be employed a 
means that uses a telephone or a facsimile or may be employed 
a face-to-face system that uses a paper medium or the like. 

Also, a commodity price determining means is 
constructed as follows, so that it is possible to determine a 
price in accordance with the strength of user's intention to 
purchase the commodity. 

That is, the commodity price calculating means 
includes: a function of performing a comparison operation by 
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comparing the estimate information with an expected amount of 
sales obtained by multiplying the cumulative number of 
purchase candidates by their desired purchasing prices; a 
function of, if it is not expected as a result of the 
comparison operation that an appropriate amount of profit will 
be generated, transmitting, to each purchase wishing person, a 
message showing that an expected amount of sales falls below a 
required amount and a message requesting the user to increase 
b the desired purchasing prices; and a function of performing a 

^ comparison operation by comparing an expected amount of sales 

2 calculated through the multiplication on the basis of the 

CP 

M increased desired purchasing prices with an estimated price. 

m With the technique of the present invention, the 

J!i 

111 production of a commodity is started after a reservation for 

fij the commodity is accepted. This makes it possible to reduce a 

risk concerning funds as little as possible, to develop a new 
commodity even with small funds, and to create a new market by 
a small-lot production of a variety of products. 

It should be noted here that the commodity developed 
with the technique of the present invention includes 
intangible commodities provided by so-called service 
businesses, such as group tours, seminars, and insurances, in 
addition to tangible commodities, such as industrial goods. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG, 1 is a schematic construction diagram showing a 
system in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is a flow chart showing processing of the 
embodiment . 

FIG. 3 is a system construction diagram showing an idea 
presenting step of the embodiment. 

5 FIG. 4 is a system construction diagram showing a 

M 

M provisional reservation step of the embodiment. 

M 

TlJ FIG. 5 is a system construction diagram showing a 

^ f reservation step of the embodiment. 

K FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram showing database 

jjj constructions of a fundamental information recording file and 

III an answer recording file of the embodiment. 

FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram showing a construction 
of a commodity database of the embodiment. 

FIG. 8 is an explanatory diagram showing a construction 
of a contents database of the embodiment. 

FIG. 9 is an explanatory diagram showing a construction 
of a provisional estimate database of the embodiment. 

FIG. 10 is an explanatory diagram showing a 
construction of an estimate database of the embodiment. 

FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram (1) showing a 
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construction of a member database of the embodiment. 

FIG. 12 is an explanatory diagram (2) showing the 
construction of the member database of the embodiment. 

FIG. 13 is an explanatory diagram showing a 
construction of a BBS database of the embodiment. 

FIG. 14 is an explanatory diagram showing a 
construction of a vote database of the embodiment. 

FIG. 15 is an explanatory diagram showing a 
construction of a provisional reservation database of the 
embodiment . 

FIG. 16 is an explanatory diagram (1) showing a 
construction of a reservation database of the embodiment. 

FIG. 17 is an explanatory diagram (2) showing the 
construction of the reservation database of the embodiment. 

FIG. 18 shows a commodity idea presenting screen 
displayed on a user's monitor in the embodiment. 

FIG. 19 shows a membership registration screen 
displayed on the user's monitor in the embodiment. 

FIG. 20 shows a BBS writing screen displayed on the 
user's monitor in the embodiment. 

FIG. 21 shows a vote screen displayed on the user's 
monitor in the embodiment. 

FIG. 22 shows a provisional reservation screen 
displayed on the user's monitor in the embodiment. 



FIG. 23 shows a reservation screen displayed on the 
user's monitor in the embodiment. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 
<First Embodiment> 

An embodiment of the present invention will be 
described below by taking, as an example, development of a 
case for a mobile telephone. 

This embodiment relates to an example of a case where a 
demand trend is confirmed and determined at a stage where 
specifications of a commodity are almost determined. 

In FIG. 1, reference numeral 1 represents a host 
computer connected to the Internet and it is possible to 
access this server from user terminals, such as unspecified 
personal computers connected to a public communication network, 
such as the Internet. 

The aforementioned host computer 1 includes a central 
processing unit (CPU) that is a main unit, a main memory (MM) 
connected via a bus, a hard disk device (HD) , an input device 
(KBD) , a display device (CRT), and a communication interface 
(I/F) . The whole of this system is controlled by an OS 
(operating system), such as UNIX, LINUX, mainframe, Windows NT, 
or Windows 2000, installed on the hard disk device (HD) . 

Also, in the hard disk device (HD) , there are 
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registered a fundamental information recording file 3, an 
answer recording file 4, and a control program. 

The control program is temporarily read onto the main 

memory (MM) and is further executed in sequence by the central 
processing unit (CPU) . 

The main function of this control program is to provide 

fundamental information through the Internet and to receive 

and record answers . 
p In the aforementioned fundamental information recording 

5 

file 3, information given below is registered as the 
fundamental information . 



(1) Commodity Specifications 

For instance, there are registered an item name (a 
mobile telephone case), a size, a plurality of design images 

(for instance, three types of designs "A", "B", and "C") , and 
a plurality of materials (for instance, two types of materials 

"X" and "Y") and the like. 

(2) A plurality of expected prices (for instance, 1500 yen and 
3000 yen) 

(3) Profile of design developer 
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When access from a user terminal is performed by 
specifying the URL (uniform resource locator) of the host 



computer 1, the fundamental information is displayed on a 
monitor screen of the user terminal (column 1 in FIG. 2) . Here, 
an answerer (user) returns answers as to the following items 
and the answers are registered in the hard disk device (HD) of 
the host computer 1 by a CGI or the like. 

During this operation, the user makes selections for 
the following items. 

(1) Preferred design, material, and the like displayed on the 
monitor screen. 

(2) The highest price, out of the plurality of expected prices 
displayed on the monitor screen, that the user thinks 
affordable. Whether the user will make a reservation for 
purchase or wishes to purchase the commodity (hereinafter, 
collectively referred to as the "purchase wish") . If the user 
does not wish to purchase the commodity, he/she answers as 
"not wishing to purchase" or terminates the connection to the 
host computer 1 . 

(3) Input attributes of the answerer (user) into attribute 
input fields (e-mail address, age, gender, address, hobby, 
magazine he/she purchases, and the like) displayed on the 
monitor screen. 

These answers are recorded in the recording file 4 of 
the host computer 1 through the CGI (column 2 in FIG. 2) . 

10 



The records are integrated with similar information 
(commodity specifications, such as a price, a size, a design, 
and a material) and are used to determine which item should be 
considered for commercialization (column 3 in FIG. 2) . 

Next, a procedure for determining which item should be 
considered for commercialization will be described below. 

Each purchase wishing answerer (user) is a potential 
purchaser, so that the central processing unit (CPU) 
calculates the potential number of units to be sold by 
performing the following price determination. 

In the case where 1000 units having the same 
specifications are produced, the expected price becomes 3000 
yen. Also, in the case where 2000 units having the same 
specifications are produced, the expected price becomes 1500 
yen. In the case where the aforementioned answer result shows 
that 1500 users wish to purchase the commodity at a price of 
1500 yen and 500 users wish to purchase the commodity at a 
price of 3000 yen, 2000 users in total are expected to 
purchase the commodity at the price of 1500 yen (it is 
expected that each answerer whose desired price is 3000 yen 
will naturally purchase the commodity at the price of 1500 yen 
that is lower than their desired price, although it is 
preferable to obtain the final confirmation by e-mail, 
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facsimile, telephone, or the like as a precaution) . 

Consequently, there is obtained an expectation that it 
is possible to sell this commodity at the price of 1500 yen. 

After the final quantity in demand is confirmed in this 
manner, the central processing unit (CPU) performs the final 
estimation (or issues a formal estimate in the case where the 
commodity will be manufactured by another manufacturer), and 
the price of the commodity is determined. 

Under the same conditions as above, in the case where 
1000 users wish to purchase the commodity at the price of 1500 
yen and 500 users wish to purchase the commodity at the price 
of 3000 Y en ' the total number of purchase candidates is 1500. 
Therefore, it is possible to sell the commodity at a price 
between 1500 yen and 3000 yen. 

Consequently, on the basis of the estimation, a unit 
price is calculated for the case where 1, 500 units of the 
commodity are manufactured (it is preferable that this 
computation is performed by registering an estimate and a 
computation formula in the hard disk device (HD) of the host 
computer 1) . Then, the calculated unit price is reported to 
each purchase wishing person whose desired price is 1500 yen 
by e-mail and receives an answer from him/her. 

On the basis of this answer, the number of purchase 
candidates and a price are determined and the central 
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processing unit (CPU) determines whether the commodity should 
be put into production. 

This makes it possible to obtain a reliable number of 
users and to set an appropriate selling price. 

Under the same conditions as above, in the case where 
1000 persons prefer a combination of the design type B and the 
material X and the number of persons who prefer each of other 
combinations of design types and materials is less than 500, 
if a judgment is made by limiting to the combination of the 
design type B and the material X, the selling price becomes 
3000 yen and a result "production should be canceled" is 
obtained for each of the other combinations. 

However, it is expected that some of the persons who 
prefer the other combinations will accept the combination of 
the design B and the material X. Therefore, there is made 
contact with answerers who selected the other combinations by 
e-mail or the like to seek an answer as to whether he/she 
wishes to purchase the commodity manufactured using the 
combination of B and X. 

On the basis of this answer, the central processing 
unit (CPU) set the number of purchase candidates and a price 
and determines whether the commodity should be put into 
production. 

This makes it possible to determine a reliable number 
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of users and to set an appropriate selling price. 

With the technique of this embodiment, it becomes 
possible to grasp demand trend as a range instead of a point 
(meaning that there may be a case where answerers (users) 
whose desired price is 1500 yen will purchase the commodity at 
a price of 2000 yen, a case where persons who selected the 
design A will purchase the commodity having the design B, and 
a similar case) . This makes it possible to appropriately set 
users and a price of the specifications of a commodity that 
should be commercialized. 

Customer information, such as answerer's attributes and 
desired commodity, obtained by following the procedure 
described above is stored in the hard disk device (HD) of the 
host computer 1. The usage of this customer information is not 
limited to the development of the commodity that is presently 
under development. That is, it is possible to use this 
customer information as user information (fundamental 
information) for the development of other commodities. 

<Second Embodiment> 

The second embodiment of the present invention will be 
described below by taking, as an example, the development of a 
case for a mobile telephone. 

In this second embodiment, the first embodiment 
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described above is combined with a unique price determining 
system. 

The fundamental information recorded in the fundamental 
information recording file 3 is the same as that described in 
the first embodiment, although this information may contain 
only one expected price. 

When the user terminal accesses the host computer 1 via 
the Internet, the fundamental information is transmitted and 
is displayed on the monitor of the computer 2 of the answerer 
(user) who has accessed the host computer 1 (column 1 in FIG. 
2) . 

Here, the answerer (user) answers to items that are the 
same as those in the first embodiment. Then, the answers are 
transmitted to the host computer 1 and are recorded in the 
answer recording file 4 of the host computer 1 (column 2 in 
FIG. 2) . 

These records are integrated with similar information 
(commodity specifications, such as a price, a size, a design, 
and a material) and are used to determine which item should be 
considered for commercialization (column 3 in FIG. 2) . 

The item that should be considered for 
commercialization is determined by assuming the number of 
persons who made reservation for purchase, their desired 
prices, and an expected manufacturing cost. Even in the case 
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where the expected manufacturing cost exceeds an expected 
amount of sales calculated from the number of persons who made 
reservation for purchase and their desired prices, if the 
difference therebetween falls within an allowable range 
determined as appropriate, the item will be considered for 
commercialization. 

After the item that should be considered for 
commercialization is determined, a manufacturer that should 
manufacture the commodity is selected by referring to a 
database in which there are recorded manufacturer's names, the 
feature of each manufacturer, criteria for estimate, the state 
of availability of each facility, the stock state of each raw 
material, and the like (it is preferable that information 
showing the state of availability of each facility and the 
stock state of each raw material is successively updated by 
directly accessing the host computer from each manufacturer) . 
Then, estimate is issued (column 4 in FIG . 2) . In addition, 
design and other specifications are determined by assuming 
that the commodity will be commercialized, and the commodity 
specifications and an estimated price are transmitted to 
persons who made reservation for purchase. Further, processing 
is made to make it possible for persons other than the persons 
who made reservation for purchase to freely get access over 
the Internet (column 5 in FIG. 2) . 
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Each person who accesses information concerning the 
commodity specifications answers whether he/she wishes to 
purchase the commodity using his/her own user terminal, and 
this answer is recorded in the answer recording file 4 of the 
host computer 1 (column 6 in FIG. 2) • 

In the price determining system described above, a 
manufacturing cost (including a design cost and sales sundry 
expenses) is compared with the expected amount of sales 
obtained by multiplying the number of purchase candidates by 
the estimated price recorded in the answer recording file 4. 
If it is expected that an appropriate profit will be obtained, 
it is determined that the commodity should be commercialized. 
In addition, the estimated price is determined as the selling 
price, and information, which shows that it is determined to 
commercialize the commodity, and price information are 
transmitted and presented to the purchase candidates (column 7 
in FIG. 2) • 

In the above description, in the case where it is found, 
from the expected amount of sales, that it is impossible to 
obtain an appropriate profit, a message showing this situation 
is transmitted to the purchase candidates by e-mail or the 
like to find purchase candidates who wish to purchase the 
commodity at a price higher than the estimated price. 

During this operation, as necessary, there is presented 
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data showing the amount of money that is additionally required, 
the number of purchase candidates, and the like. Each purchase 
wishing person presents the amount of money that he/she will 
additionally spend by referring to this data. 

Each person, who wishes to purchase the commodity even 
if the commodity is priced higher than the estimated price, 
answers the amount of money that he/she will spend, and this 
answered amount of money is recorded in the answer recording 
file 4 of the host computer 1. Note that each purchase wishing 
person, who will not spend money exceeding the estimated price, 
reports this fact to the host computer 1. 

rn the price determining system, on the basis of the 
program stored in the hard disk device (HD) , the central 
processing unit (CPU) calculates how degree the amount of 
sales is increased by the answerers who are willing to spend 
money exceeding the estimated amount of money. If it is 
expected that a profit will be obtained as a result of this 
increase in the expected amount of sales, information, which 
shows that it is determined to commercialize the commodity, 
and price information are sent to the purchase candidates by 
e-mail (column 7 in FIG. 2) . 

Here, it is assumed that different prices are set for 
respective purchase candidates during this operation. That is, 
purchase candidates (users) who did not present prices higher 
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than the estimated price is capable of purchasing the 
commodity at the estimated price, while each purchase wishing 
person who presented an increased price will purchase the 
commodity at the increased price that they presented. 

It should be noted here that if judging that it is 
impossible to obtain a profit even in accordance with the 
procedure described above, the central processing unit (CPU) 
will abandon the commercialization of the commodity. 

After the amount of money that each purchase wishing 
person should spend is determined in accordance with the 
procedure described above, the central processing unit (CPU) 
reconfirms the intention of the user (user terminal) to 
purchase the commodity by e-mail. After a payment is made, the 
commodity is dispatched (there may be a case where the 
commodity is manufactured after the payment is made) (column 9 
in FIG. 2) . 

This price determining system allows each user to 
purchase the commodity at a price determined in accordance 
with the strength of his/her intention to purchase the 
commodity. 

It is expected that each user whose purchase intention 
is weak does not present a purchasing price that is higher 
than the estimated price. If the number of such users is large, 
there exists a high possibility that the specifications will 
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not be commercialized. 

On the other hand, it is expected that each user whose 
purchase intention is strong will present an increased price 
that is determined in accordance with the strength of the 
purchase intention. If the number of such users is large, 
there exists a high potential that the specifications will be 
commercialized. 

That is, each user whose purchase intention is weak 

Li? 

O must bear a risk that the specifications are not 

if** 

^ commercialized and it becomes impossible to obtain the 

C3 

commodity. On the other hand, there is expected a merit that 
if the commodity is commercialized, he/she is capable of 
purchasing the commodity at a low price. 

Each user whose purchase intention is conversely strong 
can enjoy a merit that thefe is maintained a high possibility 
that the specifications will be commercialized, but needs to 
bear a risk that he/she is forced to purchase the commodity at 
a high price. 

Although at least one expected price is presented as 
the fundamental information in the embodiment described above, 
a free answer may be obtained from each answerer without 
presenting such price. 

It is thought that this price determination is 
preferable in view of customer satisfaction (each customer 
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having a strong purchase intention will purchase the commodity 
with satisfaction even at a high price) . As a result, there is 
promoted the individualized commercialization that has been 
impossible to realize with a conventional uniformly pricing 
system. 

It is possible to implement the price determining 
system described above by departing the price determination 
from the development of commodity specifications. That is, 
commodity specifications including a design and the like are 
determined by assuming a commodity with an arbitrary method, 
the determined commodity specifications (column 5 in FIG. 2) 
are presented from the host computer 1 as the fundamental 
information, there are found purchase candidates, and a price 
is determined using the price determining system. 

<Third Embodiment> 

The third embodiment of the present invention will be 
described below by taking, as an example, the development of a 
case for a mobile telephone. 

This third embodiment relates to an example of a case 
where demand trend is confirmed and commodity specifications 
are determined at a stage where the commodity specifications 
contain many undetermined elements. 

The construction of a system in this embodiment is the 



same as those in the aforementioned first and second 
embodiments and the following information is recorded in the 
fundamental information recording file 3 as the fundamental 
information, 

(1) Specification Menu for Each Element 
For instance, 

{1} Size menu corresponding to the model of the mobile 
telephone 

{2} Image menu for the overall shape 

{3} Image menu for detailed shapes like a strap shape 
{ 4 } Color menu 
{5} Material menu 

(2) Keyword Menu Expressing Commodity Image Using Language 

Example expressions are "a round and cute impression", 
"a tough and wild impression", and "a simple impression". 

As to this keyword menu, the specification concerning 
each element described above is related to a menu. When a 
keyword is selected, an image of the overall shape 
corresponding to this keyword is retrieved. In more detail, 
image data is grouped with respect to respective commodity 
images and it is possible to select the image data. 
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(3) Estimate Data as Necessary 

Step 1 to step 4 described below will be repeated in 
accordance with the exchange of information between columns 1 
and 2 in FIG. 2 . 

(Step 1) 

When a computer 2 functioning as the user terminal 
accesses the host computer 1, a screen requesting the answerer 
to input his/her attributes is displayed on a monitor of the 
computer 2 . 

After the answers are recorded in the answer recording 
file 4 of. the host computer, a screen requesting to select one 
of "keyword search" and "element selection" is displayed on 
the monitor of the computer 2 of the answerer (user) . 

Here, if the "keyword search" is selected, a keyword 
menu is transmitted to the answerer's (user's) computer 2 and 
the processing proceeds to step 2. 

If the "element selection" is selected, an element menu 
is displayed on the monitor of the answerer's (user's) 
computer and the processing proceeds to step 3. 

(Step 2) 

The keyword menu transmitted from the host computer 1 
is displayed on the monitor of the answerer's (user's) 
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computer 2 and the answerer (user) selects a keyword matching 
his/her image and transmits the selected keyword to the host 
computer 1. This answer is recorded in the answer recording 
file 4 and the host computer 1 searches for an image of the 
overall shape corresponding to the selected keyword and 
transmits the image to the answerer (user) . 

The answerer (user) views the image displayed on the 
monitor and, if the displayed design completely differs from 
his/her image, the processing returns to step 1, in which the 
answerer performs the keyword selection again. 

If the answerer hopes to make amendments to some extent, 
the processing proceeds to step 3. On the other hand, if there 
is no need to make amendments, the processing proceeds to step 
4, 

It is possible for the answerer to freely express the 
answer described above using a language- In this case, the 
answer is analyzed by a language analyzing software installed 
on the host computer and a corresponding image is retrieved. 

(Step 3) 

In step 3, the answerer selects a specification for 
each element from the menu in accordance with his/her 
preference and determines desired specifications of the 
commodity. In the case where "element selection" is selected 
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in step 1, the processing proceeds to step 3 by bypassing step 
2. 

A case where a design retrieved as corresponding to the 
keyword selected in step 2 is amended will be mainly described 
below. 

When an instruction to proceed to step 3 is inputted 
into the host computer 1, the element menu is outputted from 
the host computer 1 and this menu is displayed on the monitor 
O of the answerer's (user's) computer 2. 

^ That is, in the case where the answerer (user) selects 

5 S 
%a$sr 

f$ = 

m the "detailed shape", a plurality of pieces of image data 

tn 

a5 " concerning the detailed shapes are displayed. In the case 

las? 

jfU where the "color" is selected, a color palette is displayed. 

111 Under this condition, the answerer (user) selects an 

W image, a color, and the like matching his/her preference and 

returns these answers. Then, the answers are recorded in the 
answer recording file 4 of the host computer 1. 

After the answerer (user) finishes answering 
(selection) concerning every element that he/she hopes to make 
amendments, he/she transmits a signal indicating that 
"selection is finished" from the computer 2 to the host 
computer 1 . 

On receiving the signal indicating that the selection 
is finished, the host computer 1 creates an image showing the 
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overall shape of the commodity on the basis of each selected 
element, returns the image to the answerer's computer 2, and 
has the monitor display the image. 

Although the image is processed by an image processing 
program installed on the hard disk device (HD) of the host 
computer 1, it is preferable that there is obtained a 
construction where it is possible to create and transmit 
three-dimensional data as well as two-dimensional data. 
C3 The answerer (user) checks the image data on the 

%j monitor of the computer 2. If the answerer is satisfied with 

0 
n§ 

\Z, this image, the processing proceeds to step 4. On the other 

yi 
m 

2' hand, if the answerer hopes to make amendments, the amendment 

fy operation in step 3 is continued. 

•fir H 
r, fer 

||| When a signal instructing to proceed to step 4 is 

ft! inputted into the host computer 1, a message, which requests 

to input a desired purchasing price and an answer as to 
whether the answerer has an intention to purchase the 
commodity, is transmitted from the host computer 1 to the 
computer 2, and is displayed on the monitor of the answerer's 
(user's) computer 2. 

The purchase wishing person inputs his/her desired 
price from the computer 2 and transmits the price to the host 
computer 1. In the host computer 1, answer data showing this 
desired price is recorded in the recording file -4. 
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(Step 5) 

In the host computer 1, the central processing unit 
(CPU) checks the answer data of the desired price against the 
estimate information and data showing the cumulative number of 
purchase candidates , calculates the number of purchasers, 
which is required to make it possible to sell the commodity at 
the price desired by the answerers, and a price that would be 
set in the case where the commodity is commercialized at the 
current number of purchase candidates. Then, each answerer 
(user) is informed of the calculation results (a form that is 
different from the second embodiment of the price determining 
system in FIG. 2) . 

The operations from step 1 that are performed in 
sequence may be terminated at step 4 and step 5 may be 
performed on a different occasion to transmit the calculation 
results from the host computer to the e-mail address of each 
answerer . 

By the operations described above, there are obtained 
commodity specifications of a commodity under development (for 
instance, a case for a mobile telephone), user's wishes 
concerning a price, and a list of potential customers. All of 
the information is stored in the hard disk device (HD) of the 
host computer 1. 
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It should be noted here that as to the desired price, 
in the example described above, each answerer inputs an 
arbitrary price. However, like in the first embodiment, a 
plurality of expected prices may be presented from the host 
computer 1 and each answerer may select his/her desired 
purchasing price therefrom. 

With data obtained by requesting to input an arbitrary 
desired price or by receiving a selection of desired one from 
a plurality of expected prices, there is obtained data showing 
a correspondence between prices and demand. This makes it 
possible to set an appropriate price and to precisely forecast 
demand. 

The central processing unit (CPU) determines the 
commodity specifications and a price, which are expected to 
generate a profit, on the basis of this data, and informs each 
answerer of the determined specifications and price. 

Also, in the case where a user strongly wishes to 
purchase a commodity whose specifications differ from those of 
the determined commodity, the following procedure may be 
carried out. Data showing the specifications is stored in the 
host computer 1 so that it is possible to access the data via 
the Internet, thereby making it possible to find persons who 
wish to purchase the commodity having the specifications. Here, 
if there are found a predetermined number of purchase 
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candidates, the commodity having the specifications is 
commercialized. 

In the above embodiment, the commodity " under 
development is a mobile telephone. In addition, as to concrete 
commodity specifications such as the size, overall shape, 
detailed shapes, color, and material corresponding to the 
model of the mobile telephone, a plurality of ideas are 
created in advance, are recorded as fundamental information, 
and are transmitted. However, as to the initial fundamental 
information, only "the name of an item under development" may 
be transmitted as the commodity specifications to request 
answerers, to freely answer their opinions ■ concerning the 
commodity under development, and the answers are recorded in 
the answer recording means. This process is also included in 
the scope of the present invention. 

In this case, the answers are analyzed and a plurality 
of ideas concerning concrete commodity specifications, such as 
the overall shape and detailed shapes, are created on the 
basis of the answers. Following this, the operation in the 
aforementioned first embodiment is performed. Alternatively, 
steps in the aforementioned second embodiment are performed. 

There may be found purchase candidates by determining 
the final commodity specifications on the basis of the answers. 
In this case, there may be used two procedures given below. 
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(First) 

The host computer 1 presents commodity specifications 
and a price, which have been finally determined as fundamental 
information, to ask recipients (users) shown by the 
fundamental information whether they wish to purchase the 
commodity. Then, the answers are recorded in the answer 
recording file 4. 

When the number of purchase candidates reaches a number 
corresponding to a set price, the commodity is manufactured 
and sold, 

(Second) 

The finally determined commodity specifications and a 
plurality of candidate prices (for instance, 1000 yen, 2000 
yen, and 3000 yen) are presented as fundamental information to 
collect answers as to whether each user wishes to purchase the 
commodity and to ask each user to select a desired purchasing 
price. The answers are recorded in the answer recording file 4. 
The method of utilizing these answers is the same as the 
answer utilizing method described in the first embodiment. 

It should be noted here that a desired price may be 
freely answered by each answerer. 

In the above embodiment, the system of the present 
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invention may be used to develop a commodity at a stage where 
which item should be developed has been determined or the 
development item itself has been determined on the basis of 
opinions collected from answerers. An example of a procedure 
carried out in this case is described below. 

(Step 1) 

When attribute information of an answerer is registered, 
there are registered his/her hobby, design taste, and desired 
commodity. For instance, there is registered a text "Mr. A 
lives alone, prefers commodities having a sharp design, and is 
currently looking for a facsimile having a sharp design". 

(Step 2) 

Registrants, out of a plurality of registrants, who 
have similar tastes and are looking for the same commodity, 
are classified into the same group (grouping in accordance 
with a common purpose function) . 

(Step 3) 

A message, which shows that there exist members having 
the same taste, and an expected price of a commodity 
calculated on the basis of the current number of group members 
are reported to members constituting the same group (by e-mail, 



facsimile, telephone, or the like) . 

At this stage, the processing may proceed to the 
procedure in the aforementioned first to third embodiments. 
However, the processing may alternatively proceed to the 
following step. 

(Step 4) 

A community is formed by the members on a home page to 
collect answers concerning a price. Then, in the case where 
the expected price falls within an allowable range, commodity 
specifications are determined and a commodity is manufactured 
and sold. The procedure for determining the commodity 
specifications in this case is the same as that described in 
the first embodiment or the third embodiment. 

In the case where the expected price exceeds the 
allowable range, the processing waits for the number of group 
members to be increased. Then, when there is obtained an 
appropriate price, the processing proceeds to the 
determination of the commodity specifications. 

In the three embodiments described above, there has 
been described, as an example, the determination of commodity 
specifications of a mobile telephone case that is an 
industrial product. However, specifications of a service 
commodity may be set by following a procedure that is 



32 



fundamentally the same as that described above. 

For instance, in the case where a travel commodity is 
developed, the destination, the number of travel days, 
sightseeing spots, the hotel for stay, foods, and the like may 
be determined as specification elements. A plurality of menus 
are prepared for respective elements to make it possible for 
each answerer to make selections. 

In accordance with the present invention, there are 
presented candidates for commodity specifications before the 
commodity specifications are determined, thereby collecting 
answers. Following this, the commodity specifications, price, 
the number of units to be manufactured, and the like can be 
determined. 

Accordingly, it is possible to grasp the minimum number 
of units to be sold before the commodity is put on sale. Also, 
it is possible to determine the price in accordance with the 
grasped number (that is, it is possible to obtain a commodity 
whose commodity specifications and price are suited for 
preferences of users) . This makes it possible to significantly 
reduce a risk involved in commodity development. 

Also, with the list of potential customers, it is 
possible to precisely calculate the minimum number of lots to 
be produced (appropriate number of produced lots) and to 
dispatch, to customers, products immediately after production 



without stocking them. Therefore, there is no need for a 
manufacturer to bear a cost to stock the products. Further, if 
a deposit is collected from the potential customers in advance 
when it is determined to start production, it is also possible 
to reduce a load concerning financing. 

As a result, with this system, a risk involved in the 
production of small lots of a variety of products can be 
reduced. In addition, it is possible to reduce a risk involved 
in the development of a new commodity by medium and small- 
sized businesses that are subjected to a considerable risk 
during the development of a commodity. As a result, it is 
expected \ that the development of new commodities will be 
invigorated. 

Further, the commodity development is performed while 
keeping customers in advance, so that it is not required to 
expend an advertisement and commercial cost and a sales cost 
and it is not required to increase a price in view of a risk. 
As a result, it becomes possible to sell the commodity at a 
price that is close to a manufacturing cost. 

Also, users are not forced to purchase ready-made 
commodities provided by manufacturers. That is, they are 
capable of obtaining commodities that are closer to their 
preferences at relatively low prices. 

As described above, with this system, concrete 
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commodity specifications and a price wished by users and 
purchase candidates are obtained as information, the final 
specifications and price are determined with reference to the 
obtained information, and the commodity is commercialized. As 
a result, it becomes possible to reduce a risk involved in 
commodity development as little as possible. 

Consequently, ' in an industrial community that cannot 
cope with the need to produce small lots of a variety of 
products because it is impossible to precisely grasp user T s 

^ needs although it is desired to shift from the mass 

U 

£ manufacturing of one type of product to the production of 

in 

m small lots of a variety of products because of the increase of 
rtf the variety of user's needs, this system is extremely 

|J1 beneficial because the system makes it possible to produce 

&% 

FU small lots of a variety of products at a small risk. 

Also, customer information collected with this system 
for the development of a commodity is also effectively used as 
development data for other commodities. 

<Fourth Embodiment> 

FIG. 3 to FIG. 5 illustrate the aforementioned first to 
third embodiments in more detail. As described above in each 
embodiment, the computer 2 is connected to the host computer 1 
via the Internet. 



35 



Among these drawings, FIG. 3 shows processing 
illustrating the presentation of ideas from the host computer 
1. 

The host computer 1 has the fundamental information 
recording file 3 and the answer recording file 4 and it is 
possible to update each of these files via a console 5 (step 
301) . 

Next, a user accesses the host computer 1 from the 
computer 2 by specifying a URL (302) . 

The central processing unit of the host computer 1 
automatically generates a Web page describing ideas of a 
. commodity from the fundamental information recording file 3 
(303) . 

The user refers to the page describing the commodity 
ideas (304) . A screen showing this page is shown in FIG. 18. 

Here, if having not yet performed membership 
registration, the user performs membership information 
registration before writing opinions and the like about the 
commodity ideas into a BBS (305) . A screen, through which the 
user performs the membership registration, is shown in FIG. 19, 
while a screen, through which the user writes the opinions and 
the like into the BBS, is shown in FIG. 20. 

Also, it is possible for the user to vote for a 
commodity that he/she prefers. A screen, through which the 



user votes for the commodity, is shown in FIG. 21. 

The central processing unit of the host computer 1 
updates the answer recording file 4 on the basis of the 
attributes of users, who have not yet done membership 
registration, and the contents written into the BBS. Also, the 
answer recording file 4 may be updated using vote results 
(306) . 

It is possible for a host to refer to opinions about 
the commodity ideas and a current vote situation via the 
console 5 (307) . 

The host then updates the fundamental information 
recording, file 3 using an idea, in which user's opinions have 
been incorporated (308) . 

Steps 302 to 308 described above are repeated to 
determine the specifications of a commodity. 

FIG. 4 shows a procedure for making a provisional 
reservation. 

The host writes a provisional estimate information, 
which concerns the manufacturing of a product and has been 
obtained from a manufacturer on the basis of the commodity 
idea specifications, into the fundamental information 
recording file 3 of the host computer 1 via the console 5 
(401) . 

The user accesses the host computer 1 from the computer 
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2 via the Internet (402) . 

The central processing unit of the host computer 1 
automatically generates a Web page, in which the commodity is 
shown with a plurality of prices expected for respective lots, 
from the fundamental information recording file 3 (403) . 

The user views the Web page generated in this manner 
using the monitor of the computer 2 (404) . 

The user makes a provisional reservation by selecting a 
desired purchasing price using the computer 2 (405). A screen, 
through which the provisional reservation is made in this step, 
is shown in FIG, 22. 

The central processing unit (CPU) of the host computer 
1 updates the answer recording file 4 using the contents of 
the provisional reservation (406) . 

Next, the central processing unit (CPU) of the host 
computer 1 creates a taste database from the answer recording 
file 4 by grouping members having the same taste (407) . 

Next, demand is forecasted and an expected selling 
price is calculated from the answer recording file 4. Then, 
potential purchase wishing members corresponding to the 
expected selling price (408) are extracted. 

Then, finally, an e-mail giving purchase information 
that presents a current price is generated and sent to each 
member (409) . 
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The precision of demand forecast is improved and the 
commodity price is determined by repeating steps 402 to 409 
described above. 

FIG. 5 shows a procedure for making a final reservation. 

The host writes estimate information, that concerns the 
manufacturing of the commodity and has been obtained from a 
manufacturer on the basis of the commodity specifications/ 
into the fundamental information recording file 3 of the host 
computer 1 via the console 5 (501) . 

Next, the central processing unit (CPU) of the host 
computer 1 extracts purchase candidates from the answer 
recording file 4 (502) . 

Next, the central processing unit (CPU) of the host 
computer 1 generates a purchase information mail, which 
presents the commodity specifications and an estimated price, 
and delivers the mail to each member (503) . 

Next, the user accesses the host computer 1 from the 
computer 2 via the Internet (504) . 

In response to this access, the central processing unit 
(CPU) automatically generates a Web page, in which the. 
commodity is shown with a selling price, from the fundamental 
information recording file 3 (505) . 

The user knows the selling price by viewing the Web 
page generated in the aforementioned step using the monitor of 
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the computer 2 (506) . 

Then, the user performs reservation processing using 
the computer 2 in the case where he/she agrees with the 
presented selling price (507) . A screen, through which the 
reservation processing is performed in this step, is shown in 
FIG. 23. 

When the reservation processing is performed, the 
central processing unit of the host computer 1 updates the 
g answer recording file 4 using the contents of the reservation 
"% f described above (508) . 

ft i 

^ FIG. 6 shows the contents of the fundamental 

I vl 

^ ! information recording file 3 and the answer recording file 4 
S °f the host computer. 

irss 

111 As shown in this drawing, the fundamental information 

itj recording file 3 includes a commodity database, a contents 

database, a provisional estimate database, and an estimate 

database . 

On the other hand, the answer recording file 4 includes 
a member database, a BBS database, a vote database, a 
provisional reservation database, a reservation database, and 
a taste database. 

FIG. 7 shows item names, attributes, and sample values 
registered in the coirunodity database in the fundamental 
information recording file 3. 
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Similarly, FIG* 8 shows the contents of the contents 
database, FIG . 9 shows the contents of the provisional 
estimate database, and FIG. 10 shows the contents of the 
estimate database. 

On the other hand, FIGS. 11 to 17 each show the 
contents of the databases in the answer recording file 4. In 
more detail, FIGS. 11 and 12 each show the contents of the 
member database, FIG. 13 shows the contents of the BBS 
database, FIG. 14 shows the contents of the vote database, FIG. 
15 shows the contents of the provisional reservation database, 
and FIGS. 16 and 17 each show the contents of the reservation 
database 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

The present invention is used for the planning of a 
commodity via a network and is also applicable to the 
development of a travel commodity. 



CLAIMS 



in 



1- A system for collecting commodity specifications and 

related customer information, comprising: 

Fundamental information presenting means for presenting 
fundamental information concerning a commodity under 
development; and 

Answer recording means for receiving and recording an 
answer after said fundamental information is received. 



fU 2 - A system for collecting commodity specifications and 

related customer information according to claim 1, wherein the 
answer from a recipient of the fundamental information is at 
least one of an answer concerning desired commodity 
specifications and an answer concerning a wish to purchase a 
commodity having said presented specifications. 

3 - A system for collecting commodity specifications and 

related customer information according to claim 1 or 2, 
further comprising a commodity specification presenting means 
for presenting, to an answerer, one of commodity 
specifications corresponding to the answer from the recipient 
of the fundamental information and commodity specification 
information related to a price. 
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4 * A system for collecting commodity specifications and 

related customer information according to any one of claims 1 
to 3, wherein the fundamental information concerning the 
commodity under development contains a menu prepared for each 
element of specifications of the commodity under development, 
which allows an answerer to return an answer indicating the 
desired commodity specifications through a selection from said 
menu. 

5 - A system for collecting commodity specifications and 
related customer information according to any one of claims 1 
to 4, wherein the coiruuodity specification information 
presented to the answerer contains a plurality of expected 
selling prices. 

6 - A system for collecting commodity specifications and 
related customer information according to any one of claims 1 
to 5, wherein presentation of the information and reception of 
the answer are performed by utilizing a bidirectional 
communication system that uses a computer. 

7 - A system for collecting commodity specifications and 
related customer information according to claim 6, wherein the 
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computer is provided with a commodity price calculating means, 
which makes it possible to provide the answerer with a 
commodity price calculated on the basis of estimate 
information and a cumulative number of purchase candidates. 

8 - A system for collecting commodity specifications and 

related customer information according to claim 7, 

wherein the commodity price calculating means includes: 
a function of performing a comparison operation by 
comparing the estimate information with an expected amount of 
sales obtained by multiplying the cumulative number of 
purchase candidates by their desired purchasing prices; 

a function of, if it is not expected as a result of the 
IH comparison operation that an appropriate amount of profit will 
RJ be generated, transmitting, to each purchase wishing person, a 
message showing that an expected amount of sales falls below a 
required amount and a message requesting the user to increase 
the desired purchasing prices; and 

a function of performing a comparison operation by 
comparing an expected amount of sales calculated through the 
multiplication on the basis of the increased desired 
purchasing prices with an estimated price. 

9. A commodity plan idea presenting method which is 
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applied to a server of a proposal type that is connected to a 
network and is accessible from a plurality of user terminals, 
comprising the following steps of: 

writing a commodity idea into a fundamental information 
recording file as specifications and image information; 

generating a Web page from said written specifications 
and image information; 

arranging the generated Web page so that the Web page 
is accessible from the plurality of user terminals; 

receiving, from said plurality of user terminals, votes 
concerning the specifications and image information displayed 
on said Web page; and 

registering vote results in an answer recording file. 

10. A method of making a reservation for a commodity over a 

network, which is applied to a reservation server that is 
connected to a network and is accessible from a plurality of 
user terminals, the method comprising the following steps of: 

generating a Web page from commodity specifications, 
image information, and a price for each lot read from a 
fundamental information file; 

arranging the generated Web page so that the Web page 
is accessible from the plurality of user terminals; 

receiving, from said plurality of user terminals, 
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provisional reservations including desired purchasing prices 
that are determined by referring to the specifications, image 
information, and price displayed on said Web page; 

registering each said provisional reservation in the 
answer recording file; and 

calculating demand forecast and a planned selling price 
from said answer recording file, and sending purchase 
information to each person having made a provisional 
reservation by answering said desired purchasing price that 
satisfies a condition of said planned selling price. 



11. A. computer-readable recording medium which is applied 

fl to a server of a proposal type that is connected to a network 

ft 3 

Iff and is accessible from a plurality of user terminals, and 
ft? which records a program comprising the following steps of: 

writing a commodity idea into a fundamental information 
recording file as specifications and image information; 

generating a Web page from the written specifications 
and image information; 

arranging the generated Web page so that the Web page 
is accessible from the plurality of user terminals; 

receiving, from said plurality of user terminals, votes 
concerning the specifications and image information displayed 
on said Web page; and 
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registering vote results in an answer recording file. 



12. A computer-readable recording medium which is applied 

to a reservation server that is connected to a network and is 
accessible from a plurality of user terminals, and which 
records a program comprising the following steps of: 

generating a Web page from commodity specifications, 
image information, and a price for each lot read from a 
fundamental information file; 

arranging the generated Web page so that the Web page 
is accessible from the plurality of user terminals; 

receiving, from said plurality of user terminals, 
provisional reservations including desired purchasing prices 
that are determined by referring to the specifications, image 
information, and price displayed on said Web page; 

registering each said provisional reservation in the 
answer recording file; and 

calculating demand forecast and a planned selling price 
from said answer recording file, and sending purchase 
information to each person having made a provisional 
reservation by answering said desired purchasing price that 
satisfies a condition of said planned selling price. 
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ABSTRACT 



A commodity idea of a proposal type is presented to 
users via a network, and wishes of the users concerning 
commodity specifications are collected as information. Then, 
the final product specifications are determined and the demand 
for the commodity is grasped. This makes it possible to 
develop a commodity with as little risk as possible and to 
allow the users to obtain a commodity having specifications 
that satisfy the user's wishes at a relatively low price. 
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DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY - USA PATENT APPLICATION 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name; 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, first and 
joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is 

sought on the invention entitled SYSTEM: FOR mT.T.TCTING OOMMODTTY SEE CZEI CS!I!X QB3S ^Tfln OTr.awn 
CUSTCMER INFORMATION 



as Application 

or Express Mail No., as Application No. not 

_ and was amended 

(if applicable); or 

aal Application No. 

filed on August 25, 2000 

and as amended under PCT Article 19 on 

(if any) and/or under PCT Article 34 on ; _ (if any). 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, 
including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above; 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the patentability of this application in 
accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56; 

Thereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 119 of any foreign 
application(s) for patent, design or inventor's certificate or any PCT international applications) listed below and 
have also identified below any foreign application(s) for patent, design or inventor's certificate or any PCT 
international application(s) designating at least one country other than the United States of America filed for the 
same subject matter having a filing date before that of the applications) of which priority is claimed: 



PRIOR FOREIGN APPLICATION(S) 



COUNTRY (OR 
INDICATE IF PCT) 


APPLICATION 
NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


PRIORITY CLAIMED 
UNDER 37 U.S.C.§ 119 


Japan 


11-239502 


26/08/1999 


(oYES) NO° 








o YES NO o 








o YES NO o 








o YES NO o 



the specification of which: 



(a) 
(b) 




is attached hereto; or 

was filed on 

No. 



yet known . 



on 



was described and claimed in PCT Internatioi 
PCT/JP 00/05751 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120 of any United States appiication(s) 
listed below, and insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior 
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United States application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code § 112, I 
acknowledge the duty to disclose to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office all information known to me to be 
material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56, which became available 
between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of this application: 

Prior U.S.A. Application s ) 

Application No.: Filing Date: Status: 



POWER OF ATTORNEY: I hereby appoint the registrants o f Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP, 620 Newpo rt 
C enter Drive, Sixteenth Floor, Newpo^ California 92660 1 T e]ephone. ( Q4Q1 r»ct^^ N ^ on qqT 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made 
on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge 
that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful, false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 



Full name of sole or Rr0frf&$br: Kohei NISHTYAMA 



Residence (city and country): Matsudo, Japan tj r Y 

Citizenship: Japanese 

Post Office Address: 259-40, OtaniguchL Matsudo-shi. Chiba 270-0005. Jap an 



Send Correspondence To: 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 

Customer No. 20,995 

PF-33 
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